
From the AIR PROGRAM 

 
  National Tribal Forum on Air Quality 

 

In May 2022, the Bishop Paiute Air Quality & Meteorology Specialist attended the National Tribal Forum on Air 

Quality Conference, where she was a recipient of the Virgil Masayesva Award, in Technical Excellence catego-

ry, awarded by the Tribal Air Monitoring Support Center and Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals 

and EPA. The conference was hosted by the Muscogee Nation in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Some photographs at this 

exciting event are below: 

1. Mvskoke Youth Council arts demonstration 

 

2. Virgil Masayesva Award Recipients: Kris Ray, for Confederated Tribes of the 

Colville Reservation, Emma Ruppell, Bishop Paiute Tribe, with Special Honoree 

April Hathcoat, Cherokee Nation 

(photo courtesy of ITEP) 

 

3. Guest speakers, the Waters family 

 

4. Games night - Climate board game 

from Lone Pine Paiute Shoshone Air 

Quality Staff. 

 

5. Breath of Fresh Air Run and Walk 

Line-Up (photo courtesy of ITEP) 

 

 For more info call the Air Program at 

760-784-9308.  

 

 

 

 

The Air Program owes thanks to many for their contributions 

to our air quality efforts, more than we can list individually. 

Apologies are made for any unintended omissions in the list: 

Dr. Toni Richards (former air quality specialist); Bishop Paiute 

community and Staff and Tribal Council and TEPA Board, 

TAMS and ITEP staff and project leads; NTAA; Wanaaha and 

Paiute Gas; Cultural Center; OVIWC; the Owens Valley 

Tribes’ Air Quality staff; Tribal air quality staff in EPA R9; T&B 

Systems; Scott Weaver; GBUAPCD; WRAP Members, Tribal 

Chairs and WESTAR; EPA R9 & OAQPS; NWS Las Vegas; 

Clark County Air Quality Management; Bishop Rural Volun-

teer Fire District; MN Pollution Control Agency; and a big 

thanks to our instrumentation technical support services. 


